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CRP at 36.4 Million Acres, but First Contracts Expire Soon 


* Total CRP enrollment stands at 36.4 million acres 
according to recent numbers released by USDA's 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service. 


¢ The first CRP contracts, covering 2 million acres, will 
expire on October 1, 1995. Contracts on more than 
22 million acres will expire in 1996 and 1997. 


¢ Preliminary results of a 1993 survey show that CRP 
participants intend to return a large percentage of 
their CRP acres to crop production after contracts 
expire. 


This issue of RTD UPDATES provides statistics for total 
acreage enrolled in CRP signups 1-12, a timetable for 
expiring CRP contract acres, and preliminary data on 
producers’ post-contract land use intentions. 


Slightly more than 1 million cropland acres were added to 
the CRP from nearly 2.6 million acres bid by producers in 
the 12th signup, held June 15-26, 1992. There have been 
no enrollment opportunities since the 12th signup because 
Congress did not include money for new enrollment in 


About RTD UPDATES 


RTD UPDATES is a semimonthly series featuring 
data relating to agricultural resources, the 
environment, food safety, and technology. These 
UPDATES report recent data from surveys of farm 
operators and others knowledgeable about changing 
agricultural resource conditions, with only minimal 
interpretation or analysis. Please contact the 
individual listed at the end of the text for additional 
information about the data in this UPDATE. If you 
would like to be added to the mailing list or have 
other questions about RTD UPDATES, contact 
Richard Magleby, (202) 219-0436. 





either the fiscal year 1993 or 1994 appropriations. This has 
not affected payments to producers! who-e enrolled land in 
signups 1-12. It is unknown whether any future enrollment 
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Tables 1 and 2 provide State- level detail on the number of 
contracts and acres enrolled, contract? and % acres with tree 
plantings, average rental rates, average erosion reductions, 

commodity program base acres reduced for the life of the 
CRP contract, and the timetable for expiring CRP contract 
acres. Table 3 shows preliminary results for CRP 
participants’ anticipated post-contract land use decisions 
from a 1993 Soil and Water Conservation Society survey. 


Additional CRP statistics and information describing the 
operation of the program are reported in ERS Statistical 
Bulletin No. 843, The Conservation Reserve Program: 
Enrollment Statistics for Signup Periods 1-11 and Fiscal 
Years 1990-92. CRP data are also available from ERS in 
electronic format. 


Contact: Tim Osborn, (202) 219-0403. 
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Table 1--Conservation Reserve Program enrollment, signup periods 1-12: March 1986-June 1992 
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Source: USDA CRP contract data 
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Table 2--Timetable for expiration of CRP contracts 


2002 


Year CRP contracts expire 


1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 


Region and State 
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USDA CRP contract data 


Source: 


Table 3--Participants’ anticipated post-contract uses of CRP land (preliminary) 
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Preliminary results from 1993 Soil and Water Conservation Society survey of CRP participants 


Source: 


CRP contracts covering nearly 14 million acres expire in late 1996 
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